
Traveling In The Forest 
In 2008, roads and trails on the 
Eldorado were designated for 
wheeled motor vehicle travel. Vehicle travel off these 
designated roads and trails is prohibited. In addition: 

   All dirt roads and trails are closed to motor vehicle 
use between January 1 and March 31. The Seasonal 
Closure may be longer if roads or trails are wet and 
susceptible to damage. This closure is intended to protect 
water quality and prevent rutting and damage to these roads 
and trails. Visit the Forest’s website or call one of our offices 
for current status. 

     Approximately 600 miles of paved and gravel roads 
are not affected by the closure. The Rock Creek area 
near Georgetown has its own seasonal closure policy and 
procedures. 

        The Motor Vehicle Use Map is a free map available  
at any of the Eldorado National Forest offices and on our 
website. This map shows the roads and trails on the 
Eldorado National Forest that are designated for motor 
vehicle use and which ones are restricted during the 
seasonal closure. 

      Public wheeled over-the-snow travel is specifically 
prohibited on the following routes: all designated 
snowmobile routes and cross-country ski trails on the 
ENF, Mormon Emigrant Trail (10N50/Forest Route 5) 
from the junction of Silver Fork Road (11N40) southeast 
to the Iron Mountain Sno Park at Highway 88; Loon Lake 
Campground Road (13N17); Chipmunk Bluff Road 
(13N19); and Robbs Peak Road (13N31).  

Eldorado National Forest website: www.fs.fed.us/r5/eldorado 
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Be Prepared 
 A travel checklist  should be 

followed to guarantee a safe and 
well-planned trip, and to reduce 
the possibility of needing to be 
rescued. Clothes, sunglasses, 
sunscreen, food, water, first aid 
kit, map, compass, headlamp, 
fire starter material/matches, 
emergency survival equipment, 
vehicle service supplies (anti-
freeze, tire chains, ice-scraper, 
something for traction) should 
all be part of your standard 
equipment.  
 Water is often difficult to find 

in winter. All that is available 
may be what you can carry in 
containers or melt from snow. 
The body loses as much as two 
to four quarts of fluid per day 
under exertion. Be equipped to 
melt snow (metal pot and fire 
starting material or stove).  
 Clothes should be chosen for 

warmth, weight and wind 
protection. Daytime and 
nighttime temperatures may 
have a spread of 80 degrees F 
between the low and high 
temperature. To adjust to the 
change, dress in layers that are 
warm, lightweight and can be 
added or removed according to 
temperature.  
 Before leaving home, notify 

a responsible person of your 
travel plans; including a map 
with your route clearly marked. 
Check back with this person 
when you return. If you are 
overdue, this person can  notify 
the County Sheriff  At  
530.626.4911. 530.626.4911. 

The Eldorado National Forest  provides easy access 
to plenty of terrain perfect for winter recreation. 
Whether you prefer back-country skiing,  
snowshoeing, downhill skiing, snowmobiling, or 
just playing in the snow you can find a place on the 
forest to enjoy yourself.  

   Take advantage of the beautiful winter outdoors 
and get out of your house and play. Remember to be 
prepared. Check with the local office or our website 
for local regulations and closures, weather and road 
conditions, specific area information or maps  before 
you go. 
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